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When I was a kid, I loved the library. It was filled with books, of course, which would 
have been enough; but it was also quiet, and the mean kids did not congregate there. It 
was perfect. 


Then they made the library even better by adding a computer! It was an Apple II, and 
there was a small collection of software that patrons could use. I could play a game or 
just fiddle with spreadsheets or word processors. The software was for in-library use 
only, but that was enough. Until I got an Apple IIc of my own. Then I wanted to take 
some of the software home. 


I copied the library’s software using the library’s computer. Someone had given me a 
sector copier. It did a poor job copying protected disks. I hunched over the computer, 
copying the library’s software, hoping the librarian didn't notice what I was doing. She 
didn't notice or didn’t care. 


I took the Apple software home and enjoyed them in the privacy of my room. 


Now that I’m an adult, I still love the library. It is filled with books, it is quiet, and 
mean people do not congregate there. It is perfect. 


They made the library better by letting me borrow books from other libraries! Lately 
I’ve been borrowing rare books about the Apple II. The books are often for in-library 
use only, but that is enough. I copy the library's books using the library’s book scanner. 


I make PDFs of those books on the scanner and take them home. It does a great job 
copying rare books. I hunch over the scanner, hoping the librarian doesn’t notice what I 
am doing. She doesn’t notice or doesn’t care. 


I take the Apple books home and enjoy them in the privacy of my room. It is perfect. 
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